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MINISTER FOR EDUCATION — CENSURE 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [10.06 am] — without notice: I move — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the following motion to be 
moved — 

That this house censures the Minister for Education for deliberately misleading the house by 
repeatedly stating in answer to a question without notice on 17 June 2010 that a school bus 
service exists between Jurien Bay District High School and Central Midlands Senior High 
School in Moora. 

First and foremost, often it is said when a suspension of standing orders is moved that it is simply a stunt. This is 
not a stunt. I will very briefly make the case. It is not my intention to filibuster or waste the time of the house. I 
move this motion knowing that it is one of the most serious motions that can be moved against a member in this 
house. 

I believe this minister has been loose with the truth on quite a number of occasions in this house, but in this 
particular instance it is completely clear-cut. It cannot be claimed to be a mere slip of the tongue or an off-the-
cuff remark. I will immediately go to the words used by the Minister for Education in this place in question time 
on this day last week. I will quote from page 4104 of the weekly Hansard. The minister said — 

Parents have the choice of either allowing their children to take that bus ride—that bus has been in 
place for a long time … 

The minister went on to say — 

I repeat again that the bus service was already in place. Students from Jurien Bay were already getting 
on that bus. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Member, the idea is for you to put the motion. You can argue 
your case once we have suspended standing orders. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Thanks for your advice, Mr Acting Speaker. I understand that the government has 
agreed to have 15 minutes commentary from each side on this motion so on that basis I will sit down. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [10.08 am]: I need to rise because the amendment to 
the motion that the member for Midland has put has just been drafted and I need to sign it. We will agree to the 
suspension of standing orders on the basis that debate takes place for no longer than 15 minutes from the 
government benches and opposition benches, respectively. We certainly believe on this side of the house that 
there is no veracity in what the member for Midland is saying and that is why we are only — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You’re making an argument now! 

Mr M. McGowan: You’re making an argument! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, I am just giving members the reason why we believe—we could do it in two minutes 
each side, quite frankly, because it can be answered very simply. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Can you get to the point, Leader of the House? 

Mr M. McGowan: I’m not going to two minutes! 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Rockingham, please!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am just trying to respond initially to the member for Midland’s motion that standing 
orders be suspended for the purpose of the substantive motion that she wishes to move. As I have said, we will 
be agreeing to the suspension of standing orders on the basis that members of the opposition will be allocated 15 
minutes to support the substantive motion that the member for Midland wishes to move, and members of the 
government will be allocated 15 minutes to repudiate the substantive motion that the member for Midland 
wishes to move. I do not want to talk to the substantive motion, obviously, because that is not allowed under our 
standing orders. I can talk only to the motion to suspend standing orders. Normally when members move that 
standing orders be suspended, they give the reasons why there should be a suspension of standing orders. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: I was about to do that, but you asked us to agree with you and curtail the debate.  

Mr M. McGowan: This is like the Gettysburg Address! It is fantastic!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: On that basis — 
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Mr M. McGowan: Mr Acting Speaker, I draw your attention to the state of the house. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: There are lots of us here! 

Mr F.M. Logan: It just doesn’t look like it! 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Order! On a day when numbers are very important, I think the 
member for Rockingham has got the numbers wrong. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes! Following that rude interruption from the member opposite, let me just say again — 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Members, please! I cannot hear what the Leader of the House is saying.  

Standing Orders Suspension — Amendment to Motion 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I move — 

That the following words be added to the motion — 

, and that the debate be conducted on the basis that 15 minutes in total be allocated to 
government members and 15 minutes in total to non-government members  

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [10.12 am]: In speaking to the amendment moved by the Leader of the 
House, can I say that the speech he has just made was one of the best speeches I have heard him make in this 
place. It was a speech of substance and quality from the Leader of the House in relation to this matter. I am very 
pleased that the government has agreed with the opposition proposal that this matter should be debated as a 
matter of urgency. Of course when allegations are made that ministers have misled this place, it is very important 
that those allegations are dealt with by the house as a matter of urgency and in the appropriate way. The best 
opportunity for this matter to be dealt with in the appropriate way is to ensure that at the first available 
opportunity, a substantial debate is held. Fifteen minutes has been allocated to each side for members to debate 
this issue. Ordinarily we would have hoped that matter of public importance rules would be applied. That would 
have been a better way of dealing with this matter. However, 15 minutes for each side will allow the key players 
involved in this matter to have their say and will allow this matter to be dealt with in the appropriate fashion. Our 
view is that although 30 minutes for each side would have been better, 15 minutes for each side is a significant 
amount of time that will give both the shadow Minister for Education and the Minister for Education the 
opportunity to present their cases.  

I know that I am not able to canvass the issues involved, and I would never propose to do that. Therefore, I will 
restrict myself to procedural matters surrounding whether or not this matter should be brought on for debate 
urgently. As we all know, this is the last day of Parliament before the six-week break. That means that this is the 
last opportunity for this house to deal with this matter before Parliament rises. Of course we would not propose 
to deal with this matter this afternoon, because we have very important business this afternoon with the 
valedictory speech of the member for Armadale, and we would not want to inhibit that opportunity.  

Amendment put and passed. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion, as Amended 

Question put and passed with an absolute majority.  

Motion 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Before we proceed to the debate on this motion, I would like to 
welcome the children from St Joseph’s Primary School in Albany, who are coming through the door of the 
gallery now. 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [10.15 am]: I move — 

That this house censures the Minister for Education for deliberately misleading the house by repeatedly 
stating in answer to a question without notice on 17 June 2010 that a school bus service exists between 
Jurien Bay District High School and Central Midlands Senior High School in Moora, and that the 
debate be conducted on the basis that 15 minutes in total be allocated to government members and 15 
minutes in total to non-government members.  

I have already made some comments about the gravity of moving a motion of this nature, and I am fully 
cognisant of that. This minister has been loose with the truth on a number of occasions. She has often said things 
that I think have had only a passing resemblance to the truth. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Members, if you want to talk, go outside. I cannot hear what the member for 
Midland is saying. 
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Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Last week, when the minister repeatedly stated that there was a bus service, which 
children are actually utilising now, between Jurien Bay District High School and Central Midlands Senior High 
School in Moora, she without doubt lied to the house. 

I want to quote a number of the comments that the minister made to the house on 17 June 2010. These are not 
flippant remarks. These are not off-the-cuff remarks. This is not just a slip of the tongue or something that the 
minister has said once-off in error. The minister has repeatedly made the claim that there is an existing bus 
service between Jurien Bay District High School and Central Midlands Senior High School. I quote from page 
4104 of Hansard, where the minister said in answer to my question — 

… that bus has been in place for a long time …. I repeat again that the bus service was already in place. 
Students from Jurien Bay were already getting on that bus.  

The minister also said in answer to my question — 

The bus service is there. It has been there for some years.  

Repeatedly, that is the claim from the minister. It is not a once-off slip of the tongue. It is something that the 
minister has deliberately said.  

This is a very important matter. The community and parents in Jurien Bay are distressed about this minister’s 
plan to force their children to go either to Central Midlands Senior High School, or to a boarding school or some 
other unacceptable situation. This matter has caused enormous concern and distress in that community. The 
minister has said in this Parliament that there is no problem; there is an existing bus service that these children 
can use. The minister has repeated that statement over and over again. That is her answer to the question. Well, 
what the minister said on that occasion absolutely contradicts what members of the Jurien Bay community have 
told me. It also absolutely contradicts what the Director General of Education had earlier told a hearing of the 
upper house Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations. On 17 May—I will quote an extract 
from that committee—Hon Ken Travers asked the Director General of Education — 

Can you give me the cost of a bus service from Jurien to Moora? I am happy for you to take that on 
notice. 

Ms O’Neill said — 

We would have to source that from PTA. We do not run the buses nor do we pay for them. 

Hon Ken Travers said — 

From what I am gathering in all of these, when you took the decision you did not take into account the 
cost of additional bus services—in a generic sense—but in terms of the actual detailed costing that was 
not taken into consideration. 

Ms O’Neill said — 

The bus services, except for that one location, already exist … 

The topic under discussion is Jurien Bay District High School, and the director general said, “The bus services, 
except for that one location, already exist.” 

But that is not the only evidence of the minister lying. When one looks at the submission from the Public 
Transport Authority —  

Point of Order 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That is the second time that the member for Midland has used either the word “lied” or 
“lying”. Firstly, I believe that is unparliamentary, under standing orders. Secondly, I think it would be more 
appropriate if she kept to the term “misled Parliament”, rather than use the unparliamentary terms of “lied” and 
“lying”.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Further to that point of order, Mr Acting Speaker is aware that the substantive motion 
includes the words “deliberately misleading”, so I would argue that my case that the minister was lying is made 
by way of substantive motion. But on the basis that there is some objection to the actual term being used, I am 
more than happy to continue to refer to the minister as “deliberately misleading”. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I think that would be more parliamentary and acceptable, member. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Thank you for your advice, Mr Acting Speaker, and I will continue my remarks. 

Debate Resumed 
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Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I now turn to the evidence provided to the upper house committee on 31 May 2010—a 
couple of weeks before the minister made her comments in this house last week—to which the PTA provided 
some background briefing notes and answers to the committee. Attachment 1, page 3 of that public and tabled 
document before that committee states — 

Questions for the Public Transport Authority. 

Can you please advise if there is any existing regular service running between the following high 
schools … 

The answer from the PTA about the particular service at “xix)” on page 5 of the document, under the heading 
“From Jurien Bay District High Scholl to Moora Senior High School”, is — 

No and no demand has been seen for 2010. 

The Public Transport Authority stated in evidence to the committee that, no, there is no existing bus service and, 
no, it does not see any demand for 2010. 

Who are we to believe? Do we believe the Director General of the Department of Education, who, on 31 May, 
told the upper house committee that there is no bus service there; the evidence of the Public Transport Authority 
that said, no, there is no bus service there; or the minister, who said—on record, in this house—that the bus had 
been in place for a long time? She stated — 

I repeat again that the bus service was already in place. Students from Jurien Bay were already getting 
on that bus. 

Minister, what bus was it that they were getting on? 

Mr A.P. O’Gorman: That’s the Neverland bus! 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Perhaps she would like to tell us! The Neverland bus—the imaginary bus!  

This minister does not know what is going on in her portfolio, and presumably she does not know what the 
director general or the PTA is saying. I asked her last week, by way of interjection, whether she had read the 
evidence provided to the upper house committee, and she said, yes, she had looked at it and was aware of what 
had been said to the committee. I put it to you, Mr Acting Speaker, that this minister has deliberately misled this 
house. She tried to slime her way out during question time last week by saying that parents had a choice and that 
children could get on a bus—a bus ride that was obviously perfectly acceptable because it was already in place 
and children were already taking that option. The only problem is, they were not. There is no bus service in 
place. The community said it, the director general said it, the Department of Transport said it, but this minister 
said something different. 

What are the other options? Is there another option other than that the minister has deliberately, repeatedly 
misled this house? I do not think it is an option to say it was a slip of the tongue or she got it mixed up with some 
other school. When I asked the question, it was the second day in a row that I had questioned her about Jurien 
Bay District High School, so we might have thought that she would have her facts straight by then and she would 
actually know what she was talking about. On Wednesday I first asked this minister a question during question 
time about Jurien Bay District High School, and on Thursday I came back into this place and asked her further 
questions, and that was the response she gave to this house.  

Could there be another explanation? The only other explanation that occurs to me is that maybe she was misled 
by the department. If that is the case, I expect the minister to stand and say, “I received a written briefing note 
from the Department of Education”, or from the director general, “that unequivocally stated that there was a bus 
service in place there, and that is what I relied upon. I relied upon the fact that the education department 
provided this briefing note.” If that is the case, minister, and the minister wants to continue in this house and she 
wants to be regarded as having even a skerrick of accountability, she will table that document. She will table the 
advice from the department that she relied upon when she repeatedly misled this house.  

She did not say, “I think there is a bus service”, or, “We will put on a bus service”, but she said, “There is a bus 
service in place, it’s been there for years, and children are currently getting on that bus.” Maybe the minister is 
going to tell us that the director general did not know what she was talking about or the Department of Transport 
did not know what it was talking about. Maybe she thinks it is not a matter of consequence, to make false claims 
in this house and to deliberately mislead because she can somehow pretend that parents have a choice that they 
do not have. I have already expressed a view in this place on what has occurred to the district high schools—it is 
a shambles! The minister is not on top of this. The day before the minister claimed in this house—I think this is 
passing strange—as recorded on page 3918 of the weekly Hansard — 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 24 June 2010] 

 p4648b-4656a 
Mrs Michelle Roberts; Acting Speaker; Mr Rob Johnson; Mr Mark McGowan; Dr Elizabeth Constable; Mr 

Colin Barnett 

 [5] 

I believe there has been quite a lot of misinformation about this perpetrated by a number of members 
opposite. 

We know who is perpetrating the misinformation—it is the minister herself! It is the minister herself who has 
perpetrated the misinformation! We cannot believe what she said about Jurien Bay District High School; we 
cannot believe anything the minister has said on any of the district high schools, anything she has said with 
respect to the bus services, or, indeed, hardly anything at all she has said about education. A lot of our questions 
in the estimates hearings this year went unanswered. The minister clammed up and she would not say—she will 
not tell us where the cuts are in education. She denies this is a cost-saving exercise.  

Dr E. Constable: There aren’t any! 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: She now says that there are not any, yet the Budget Statements show that the 
three per cent cuts are embedded in the out years. The minister can read the words herself! That is another false 
claim! Members would think that when the minister was being accused of misleading the house that she would 
not attempt to do it further by saying that there are no cuts in the education budget. Those education assistants 
who are losing their jobs, and the others who will be moved from district education offices, will be able to attest 
to that.  

I have agreed to limited time, but I do not think I will even need all the time. I think this case is so clear-cut that 
the minister should be heartily embarrassed, and this house should pass the motion that this minister be censured. 
If members in this place believe in accountability, if they believe in parliamentary standards and if they believe 
that ministers should tell the truth in this house, I do not think they can do anything other than censure this 
Minister for Education for deliberately and repeatedly misleading the house on an issue that is of vital 
importance to families in our great state. 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [10.29 am]: Mr Speaker — 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members, the Minister for Education is replying. I want to hear what she says. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker.  

Towards the end of last year, a lot of consideration was given to how we can best provide the very best education 
for students at district high schools in years 11 and 12, especially those district high schools where there are 
small numbers of students in years 11 and 12. Jurien Bay District High School was, of course, one of the district 
high schools given that consideration. It is worth noting that at Jurien Bay District High School this year, there 
are 11 students in year 11, and 12 students in year 12. As a general rule, we looked at those small schools and 
considered what the options were for students with the view that these students deserved to have the best 
possible range of choices in their schooling. Those choices come down to two things: firstly, to be bussed, if they 
wish, and if it is their choice, to a local senior high school if a bus service is in place; and, secondly, to stay at 
their district high school, especially those students who were doing vocational education and training and for 
whom there were appropriate courses and support within their town. 

Point of Order 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I have been listening, and so far the minister is not addressing the motion that I have 
moved; namely, that she has misled the house. What she is talking about is the substantive issue of the removal 
of the funding for years 11 and 12 at district high schools. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Further to that point of order, the minister has been speaking for literally not even one 
minute yet. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms L.L. Baker): Thank you, Leader of the House. I do understand. The minister. 

Debate Resumed 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. I will just continue.  

By way of introduction, I was talking about the situation that we were considering towards the end of last year 
with district high schools and providing the best education for young people. One of those choices, as I said a 
moment ago, involved whether bus services were provided, or could be provided, for students who wished to be 
bussed to a local senior high school where they would find a wider range of subjects and possibilities open to 
them, especially those students wishing to go on to do a tertiary course. At the time, I questioned the director 
general and other officers from the department about the provision of those bus services, and I was assured that 
for the schools that we were looking at—Jurien Bay was one of them—bus services were available or could be 
made available. I asked that question myself and it was discussed. Of course, we would not have said that 
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students should go to their nearest senior high school if there was not a way of getting them there. I have been 
assured that those services are available. In fact, there is a bus service just to the east of Jurien Bay that I am told 
could be made available to those young people who wished to get on that bus. This year, as it turned out, none of 
the years 11 and 12 students at Jurien Bay chose to go to the nearest senior high school. I understand—this has 
been confirmed for me this morning—that negotiations took place with the Public Transport Authority and that a 
bus could be made available if young people wished to get on that bus and their parents wished to have them 
bussed to their local senior high school. So there is a bus service that could be utilised if people wished to utilise 
it. They have chosen this year not to utilise that bus service. It is an existing bus service, close to Jurien Bay, that 
I am told could be used for those students. So the choices were there. I am also told that the school community 
was informed about those bus services and that they would be available if those students wished to go to their 
local high school. They exercised their choice and decided to stay at the Jurien Bay District High School rather 
than get on the bus and go to the senior high school. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: It doesn’t exist. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: A bus service does exist. It is just to the east of Jurien Bay. 

Point of Order 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: This is one of the most serious motions that can be put against a member of Parliament, or 
indeed a minister of this house. When the minister or the member is responding, it is normally done in silence 
and courtesy is shown because the member is defending accusations that the opposition is making. I ask that 
members opposite do not interject on the minister. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I will do my best to make sure that the minister can respond in relative silence. 

Debate Resumed 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Acting on the information that was given to me that there was a bus service that could be 
used—I understand now, with the benefit of further information, that that bus service is close by and could be 
extended—negotiations took place between the Department of Education and the PTA about that. A choice was 
then given to parents of students in that school. The choice, I repeat, was to stay at the school, where they could 
do VET or Schools of Isolated and Distance Education, or elect to go on that extended bus service to their local 
senior high school. Parents had the choice; they have exercised the choice. They have decided that their children 
will stay at Jurien Bay this year, and that is the choice that we were offering them. 

I will be going to Jurien Bay next term—as early as I possibly can next term—to talk with parents. I understand 
that it is an area that is growing rapidly, and the Department of Education will be monitoring that so that we 
continue to make sure that the best possible choices and opportunities are provided for those students in that 
school. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Where is the bus? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I think I have explained the situation with the bus. My information from the Department 
of Education is that there is a bus service that can be extended. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Where is it? Table the information! 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Midland! 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: The choices were there, and parents have exercised their choices. I will be going to Jurien 
Bay to speak to parents about this, to learn more about Jurien Bay, to see the school and to make sure that in the 
years to come, as that town grows very quickly, we continue to provide the best possible educational 
opportunities for the children in that school. 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [10.36 am]: We are very fortunate in this state that we have an 
outstanding education minister—the one who is bringing about the only reform of government schooling in 
Australia. However, this issue is about the small and growing community of Jurien Bay. There is no doubt that 
when Indian Ocean Drive is completed, there will be further growth in population in that town. At the moment 
the school has only about 20 students in years 11 and 12. That is not as yet a viable number for a senior high 
school. Hopefully, as the population grows, that will become a reality. As the minister has indicated, she intends 
to visit Jurien. I will also be visiting Jurien. The minister will have the opportunity to talk to the school, to talk to 
the local government and to talk to parents to see what the projections for the growth of the town might be. That 
is a proper process. 

It is also the case that the minister has been informed that a bus is available to travel to the Moora high school. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Where is the evidence? 
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Mr C.J. BARNETT: If we are told that a bus is available, we would assume that the students are using it. It 
emerges that the students are not using it because the parents have elected to keep their children at the district 
high school and use the services of the Schools of Isolated and Distance Education. That is their choice. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: It’s farcical. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The important thing is the quality of education. It is not farcical at all. This is a small, 
growing community, and we will see some transition at some point. 

The member for Midland comes into this place and makes a totally irresponsible accusation, implying that the 
minister has deliberately misled this house. Nothing could be further from the truth. Yes, if I were told that a bus 
service was available, I would assume that the students were using it. A person would naturally jump to that 
conclusion. As it turns out, the parents are choosing to not use that service. 

Mr F.M. Logan: There’s no bus service. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: We have been told that there is a bus service. However, the accusation of the minister 
deliberately misleading this house is just absurd. The minister is going there to look at the situation for herself, as 
a good minister would. 

It is an issue of small schools trying to provide some subject choice for students in years 11 and 12. It is an issue 
of travel, which for many country students is onerous and takes many hours. They are not alone. As these towns 
grow, education provision will improve.  

It is a bit rich for the member for Midland to come into the chamber and make these sorts of accusations. I just 
happen to have a press release from the member for Midland. Members might be interested in this press release. 
Indeed, Madam Acting Speaker, you might be interested in the press release from the member for Midland. The 
press release was put out by Michelle Roberts, shadow Minister for Education, on 8 April 2010 under the 
heading “Barnett Government short changes country students”. The press release details the issues and lists the 
schools at which years 11 and 12 are not available. That is what a shadow minister should do. I was a bit stunned 
by the press release. This issue is about propriety. The press release contains a quote.  

Several members interjected.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms L.L. Baker): Order, members! The Premier has only six minutes in which to 
complete his speech. I ask that you please let him do so.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Here is a media release put out by a shadow minister using quite properly the resources 
she has in her electorate office and staff in the Leader of the Opposition’s office. However, in the middle of the 
press release suddenly appears the following —  

Labor Candidate for Durack Shane Hill said Dongara DHS should be catering for all compulsory years 
of secondary education not just Years 8 to 10. 

It continues with a quote from Shane Hill —  

“Students should have the option of completing Year 12 in Dongara. It is crazy to build new facilities at 
Dongara DHS and then exclude Year 11 and 12 students ….  

I ask the member for Midland to explain why Shane Hill appears in her media release. Why is a Labor candidate 
featured in her media release, which is released on government resources? Can the member explain that? I am 
not only the Premier; I am also the Treasurer. I want to know why the member for Midland used state resources 
to put up propaganda for a Labor candidate. I will pause to give the member for Midland an opportunity to 
explain why she is misusing state resources to put out a media release. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Order, members! Premier, I would like to protect you, but if you 
keep calling out to the opposition, I will have to let it go and this debate will become a free-for-all. This is an 
important motion and it should be treated seriously.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am treating it extremely seriously. This is about propriety. This is a motion about a 
minister. I do not mind the shadow Minister for Education commenting on this issue of district high schools; I do 
not even mind her referring to the comments of others. However, to actually include in italics a quote from a 
Labor federal candidate in a media release that is put out by a shadow minister is highly inappropriate. What 
should I do with this? Who should I refer this to? 

Several members interjected. 
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Order, members! Hansard is trying to take down this debate. Members like to do 
their job and Hansard reporters like to do theirs. Please give the Hansard reporters a fair go.  

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the first time.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: This is not the biggest issue in the world, but it is an example of the inappropriate use of 
state resources to blatantly promote a Labor federal candidate.  

Mr E.S. Ripper interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I have never in my life included in a media release that I have put out quotes by a 
candidate in a federal election. That is totally inappropriate. Indeed, I wonder whether the Leader of the 
Opposition’s resources were used to promote a Labor federal candidate. If so, they were used improperly.  

I go back to the issue in the motion.  

Several members interjected.  

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order, members! I have given members a fair whack. The next member from either 
side of the house who interjects will be called to order.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It was totally inappropriate to use state resources —  

Mr A.P. O’Gorman interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I call the member for Joondalup to order for the first time.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It was totally improper to use state resources to —  

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I call the member for Girrawheen to order for the second time.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It was totally inappropriate to quote in a media release from a shadow minister —  

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected.  

The ACTING SPEAKER: I call the member for Girrawheen to order for the third time. The member should be 
very, very careful unless she is prepared to go on a long weekend.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It was totally inappropriate to put out a media release —  

Point of Order 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The Premier is making an accusation against the member for Midland. He can do that 
only by way of a substantive motion. The Acting Speaker should not allow him to make accusations against the 
member.  

The ACTING SPEAKER: There is no point of order.  

Debate Resumed 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It was totally inappropriate to put out a media release in that way. It is alright to refer to 
other people’s comments, but to include in a media release that is distributed widely at state expense —  

Mr M.P. Murray interjected  

The ACTING SPEAKER: I call the member for Collie–Preston to order for the first time.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: To put out a media release that refers not only to a Labor candidate but also to that 
candidate’s direct quotes is to misuse state resources. The member blatantly used the media release to promote a 
federal Labor candidate. On the issue of Jurien Bay District High School, the minister will visit —  

Mr A.P. O’Gorman interjected.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member should never come in here and throw muck when there is muck in his own 
backyard. The member has been caught out like the member for Armadale, who is now wandering into the 
chamber. Perhaps the member for Midland received coaching lessons from member for Armadale on how to 
misuse resources.  

The Minister for Education and I will visit Jurien Bay. We will assess the situation directly and talk to parents, 
children and local government representatives. We will assess the growth in that community and what is likely to 
happen when the new Indian Ocean road is completed. It is an important issue. We are concerned about having 
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best choice education options and minimising where possible students having to travel great distances to school. 
We will deal with this issue sensibly and constructively. We will never misuse public resources. 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: I call the member for Midland to order, and I call the member for Joondalup to order 
for the second time.  

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [10.47 am]: I am pleased that the Premier raised that issue. I have with me 
a media release by Hon Nick Goiran, MLC. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Who is that? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Someone! I have never heard of him before, but apparently he is a Liberal member for the 
South Metropolitan Region! His media release no doubt used government resources. There is a quote in the 
media release. Members should guess whose quote it is. It reads —  

“It is my fervent hope that ‘Homeless Person’s Week’ will raise awareness of the plight of so many 
people needing the support of the greater community”, stated Matt Taylor, the endorsed Liberal Federal 
Candidate for Fremantle.  

There is more; there is a photo!  

Several members interjected.  

Mr D.A. Templeman: What a gutless wonder!  

Withdrawal of Remark 

The ACTING SPEAKER: The member for Mandurah should withdraw that remark.  

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I am looking for an early pass.  

The ACTING SPEAKER: The member is well on the way. I call him to order for the first time.  

Debate Resumed 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The photo is of Matt Taylor, who is the endorsed Liberal federal candidate for Fremantle. 
He is the balding fellow on the left of the photo. Also in the photo is the anonymous—but now I know who he 
is—Nick Goiran, the member for the South Metropolitan Region. I seek leave to table this document so that the 
Premier can see what Liberal members are up to. That would be terrific!  

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.]  

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Premier’s defence of the Minister for Education is that she will visit Jurien Bay. I 
submit that the Minister for Education should have already visited Jurien Bay. She has withdrawn resources from 
district high schools and has disadvantaged country students around this state. Her answer in Parliament is, 
“They can catch a bus, but I don’t actually know where the bus goes and I don’t actually know where the bus 
leaves from”. Kids in the country deserve better than that from an education minister who should care, most of 
all, about the disadvantages experienced by country students. The Labor government never did that to kids at 
district high schools. We never withdrew their subjects and we never denied them the opportunity of undertaking 
year 11 and 12 at their own high schools. The government has withdrawn those resources from those schools, 
and now has a Minister for Education who says, “Let them catch a bus,” but she does not even know where the 
bus goes. She has acknowledged that there is a bus but she does not know where it goes! The Minister for 
Education should get in her car tomorrow, go to that school and find out what the true position is. 

Question put and a division taken with the following result — 
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Ayes (22) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr M. McGowan Mr E.S. Ripper Mr P.B. Watson 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mr M.P. Murray Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr A.P. O’Gorman Ms R. Saffioti Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr P. Papalia Mr T.G. Stephens Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 
Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr C.J. Tallentire  
Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr A.J. Waddell  

Noes (27) 

Mr P. Abetz Mr V.A. Catania Mr A.P. Jacob Dr M.D. Nahan 
Mr C.J. Barnett Dr E. Constable Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr C.C. Porter 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mr M.J. Cowper Mr R.F. Johnson Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr J.J.M. Bowler Mr J.H.D. Day Mr A. Krsticevic Mr M.W. Sutherland 
Mr T.R. Buswell Mr J.M. Francis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr T.K. Waldron 
Ms A.S. Carles Mr B.J. Grylls Mr P.T. Miles Mr J.E. McGrath (Teller) 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mrs L.M. Harvey Ms A.R. Mitchell  

            

Pairs 

 Mr R.H. Cook Dr K.D. Hames 
 Mr P.C. Tinley Mr I.M. Britza 
 Ms J.M. Freeman Mr F.A. Alban 
 Mrs C.A. Martin Mr A.J. Simpson 

Question thus negatived. 
 


